FIG. 5 RPR Learner Behaviors

Educators and other mentors should familiarize themselves with the following lists of
both strengths and difficulties prior to using the BOOKSinBAGS® Reading Progress Record
in order to make informed and consistent observations of learner behaviors.

When choosing items to discuss, it is recommended that the mentor include at least
one strength in order to encourage learners to repeat observed positive behaviors.

OBSERVED STRENGTHS:

Self-correcting

Re-reading to confirm a correctly read letter, word, or phrase

Reading in phrases of two or more words, i.e. The cat (pause) ran up (pause) to the top!

Expressive reading that sounds “like talking”

Using a finger to point at a difficult part and then taking the finger away

Using a word part or a “little word” to decode a longer word

Spontaneous comments that demonstrate comprehension, i.e. “My cat spilled food, not

paint!”

Greater expression when bold print is observed

> Checking a posted alphabet display, i.e. locating capital B or D to help with lower case
b/d confusion

> Switching from the sound of the vowel to the name of the vowel or vice-versa (i.e. mad
to made or hope to hop)

> Trying two or three letter sounds (usually at the beginning of the word), then re-reading
and self-correcting.

OBSERVED DIFFICULTIES:

> Letter confusions (b/d, g/j, w/y, etc.)

> Giving an incorrect vowel sound or name (not independently trying either the vowel
sound and/or the name)

> Confusing similar words, i.e. come/came, for/of. etc.

> Inventing words

> Incorrectly pointing word by word (haphazardly “tapping” at words, skipping some or

covering part of the word instead of pointing under the word with the finger on the

left side of the word)

Reading word by word without expression

Reading a contraction as two words, or reading two words as a contraction

Omitting or incorrectly reading word endings (-s, -ed, -ing)

Failing to use a “little word” or a word “chunk” to decode a longer word

Failing to try two or three letter sounds or to re-read and self-correct when faced with

a difficult word.
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Questions? www.booksinbags.com
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