
                                                                     

INFORMATION FOR MENTORS   
 

Level 3 Books 
 

 
Pre-reading Activities: 
 

 The mentor should read aloud the title and the author’s name, on both the 
front of the book and the title page, if there is one. 

 Locate the introduction, found either inside the front cover or at the back.  
Read this aloud. 

 Have the learner look at all the pictures in the book before attempting to 
read any words.  The mentor and learner should briefly discuss the story 
that the pictures seem to show.  This is called a “meaning walk” and is 
essential before the first reading of any story. 

 Be aware of unusual vocabulary words or events in the story.  It is a good 
idea to explain unfamiliar events.  It may be useful to locate one or two 
difficult words in the story as the meaning walk is taking place.  Ask what 
letter is at the beginning of the word, wait for the response, then ask the 
learner to place his/her fingers on either side of the word while saying 
the word aloud.  

  

Reading Activities: 
 

 Have the learner touch the “reading (left) side” of each word while either 
the mentor or the learner reads the text aloud. 

 Model or encourage expressive reading, which sounds like normal 
conversation. 

 Encourage the learner to notice bold or italicized  print in the text.  
Mentors should explain that these are ways for an author to indicate 
strong feelings. 

 

Terms to Review or Establish: 
 

 first word / beginning  
 last word / end 
 one word / one letter 
 space (between words) 
 line (of print)  

 

Questions?  www.booksinbags.com 


